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Current knowledge: 

 

• Open communication 1,2  

• Mutual shielding 3,4 

• HP as facilitator? 4,5 
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1. Ellis, J., Dowrick, C., & Lloyd-Williams, M. (2013) 

2. Finch, A., & Gibson, F. (2009) 

3. Kennedy, V. L., & Lloyd-Williams, M. (2009)  

4. Bugge, K. E., Helseth, S., & Darbyshire, P. (2008)  

5. Semple, C. J., & McCaughan, E. (2013) 
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Discourses6 of the child among HPs?  

6. Parker, I. (2014) 
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Health 
professionals 
(HP) in palliative 
care 

 

Nine qualitative 
interviews 
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Shield or include? 



• Evidence from research 

• Possible future reactions 

• Bereavement and preparation for death 

• Honesty 

HPs arguments for inclusion 
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• Bad memories 

• Exclusion from normal everyday life 
 

 

HP’s arguments for shielding 
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Confidentiality 

Ethical dilemma 
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Children’s 
needs 



breaching 
confidentiality 

 

Continuum of strategies 
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backing off  



Further analysis 

• Systematic analysis 

• Broader child discourses 

• HP’s positioning 
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• Practices of shielding or inclusion 
might be linked to discourses of the 
child 

• HPs have to handle ethical dilemma 
between meeting the child’s need and 
the rules of confidentiality 
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