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Some facts about Flemish municipalities  

  
• 308 municipalities, 308 Centres for Public Welfare, 118 local police 

zones, 50 intermunicipal cooperations  

• Average size of local authorities: 20.000 inhabitants  

• 13 so-called centre cities: Antwerpen (514.000 inhabitants) to 

Turnhout (42.000 inhabitants)  

• 7.350 local councillors including 308 mayors, 1.578 aldermen and 308 

chairmen of the Centres for Public Welfare and 3.066 councillors for 

these Centres  

• 160.000 people are working as municipal employees for the Flemish 

local authorities  
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Association of Flemish Local Authorities 

Represents all 308 local authorities in Flanders: 

 

Local authorities are member on a voluntary basis 

(membership fee)  

 

• Mission of VVSG: strengthening quality of local policy 

and enhancing local democracy 

 

• Tasks of VVSG: information, advice and counselling, 

advocacy, training   
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Some facts about dementia in Flanders 

• +/- 100.000 people in Flanders are diagnosed with 

dementia 

• By 2020 this number wil increase to 130.000 

• 65 % of them lives at their own homes 

• For every person living with dementia 3 other persons are 

involved! 
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• VVSG is involved in the development of 

dementia friendly municipalities in 

Flanders. Together with the King 

Baudouin Foundation VVSG published 

a guide ‘how to make your community 

dementia friendly’.  

• In 2012 The King Baudouin Foundation 

gave the VVSG the assignment of the 

preservation of the existing dementia 

friendly municipalities and to develop a 

strategy to encourage the other 

municipalities to start with a dementia 

policy.  

 

VVSG and Dementia-friendly municipalities 
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Belgium (Flanders) is a champion! 

• 2012: Hekla (project to retrieve persons with dementia 

faster) won the first European Foundation Initiative on 

Dementia (EFID) award. 

• 2012: OCMW Leuven wins the European Local Inclusion 

& Social Action Network (ELISAN) prize for the project ‘Do 

not forget to come outside’. 

• “A Reminiscence Promenade in Aalbeke” – EFID award 

winner of 2014 
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• 21 different items 

• Communication 

• Information 

• Care 

• Public space 

• Security 

• DF businesses 

• Leisure activities 

• Specific groups 

• With support from different 

partners 

• Easy to fill in  

• Based upon a Dutch 

instrument and a lot of 

good practices 

• Need of evaluation 

 

 

 

Dementiaproofmeter 
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De dementiemeter (1) 
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De Dementiemeter (2) 
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De Dementiemeter (3) 
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Tack!  

Thank you!  

 

 

 

VVSG 

Paviljoenstraat 9 

1030 Brussel  

veerle.baert@vvsg.be 

@VeerleB 
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